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l.-INTRODUCTORY
552.] This article outlines the nature of certain agents u^ed In chemical
warfare and describes their action on the body. It also deal* \\5th the
methods for treating the lesions they produce, and the defence measures
which may be adopted against gas attacks. Consideration has been
limited to those gases which came into prominence Curing the War 1914
to 1918, with the exception of lewisite which was evolved in the closing
phase of that war but owing to the cessation of hostilities vvits not used
in the field. It is possible that further research may ha\e resulted in the
development of new compounds or in alterations in those previously
used. In a future war, if cases of poisoning occur in which :he signs and
symptoms differ materially from those about to be described, it is prob-
able that some new compound is in use, and the matter should be
officially reported in order that steps may be taken to e\ olve appropriate
new methods of prevention and treatment.
The classification adopted is based on the most prominent action of
each agent on the body, and the gases have accordingly been grouped
as vesicant, asphyxiant, lacrimatory, and sensory irritant.
2-VESICANT GASES
553.] Vesicant gases include those chemical warfare agents which, in the
solid, liquid, or gaseous state, damage the cells of the body with which
they come in contact. Their action is essentially local, and the most
characteristic manifestation is blistering of the skin. When the concen- Mode of
tration and the duration of exposure are sufficient to produce an injury, acnon
the effect is an irritative response of the cells affected. This becomes
evident, after a latent period, as an inflammatory reaction accompanied

